
7
th

 Grade 

Part 1: Required reading for students in the 7
th

 grade: 

(Note: Be sure to read the study guide for helpful information before beginning the book.) 

 

Sepetys, Ruta. Between Shades of Gray. 

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet officers invade her 

home and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, 

her mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are 

forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. 

Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their location and secretly passes them 

along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp. But will strength, 

love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? (Amazon.com) 

 

Part 2: Students in the 7th grade will choose two books (that they have not read previously) 

from this section: 

[Books with a double asterisk beside the author’s name (**) are suitable for mature readers.] 

 

Draper, Sharon. Out of My Mind. 

Born with cerebral palsy, Melody, 10, has never spoken a word. She is a brilliant fifth grader 

trapped in an uncontrollable body. Her world is enhanced by insight and intellect, but gypped by 

physical limitations and misunderstandings. She will never sing or dance, talk on the phone, or 

whisper secrets to her friends. She's not complaining, though; she's planning and fighting the 

odds. In her court are family, good neighbors, and an attentive student teacher. Pitted against her 

is the "normal" world: schools with limited resources, cliquish girls, superficial assumptions, and 

her own disability. Melody's life is tragically complicated. She is mainly placed in the special-ed 

classroom where education means being babysat in a room with replayed cartoons and nursery 

tunes. Her supportive family sets her up with a computer. She learns the strength of thumbs as 

she taps on a special keyboard that finally lets her "talk." When she is transitioned into the 

regular classroom, Melody's undeniable contribution enables her class to make it to the national 

quiz team finals. Then something happens that causes her to miss the finals, and she is devastated 

by her classmates' actions. Kids will benefit from being introduced to Melody and her gutsy, 

candid, and compelling story. (School Library Journal) 

 

Deuker, Carl. Payback Time. 

Senior Daniel True is short, pale, and round, hence his nickname the Michelin Man, or Mitch, for 

short. His former elementary school best friend, Horst Diamond, is the star quarterback and 

BMOC at their Seattle high school. Mitch's ambition is to be an ace investigative reporter, à la 

Woodward and Bernstein, but the new editor of the school newspaper assigns him to cover 

sports. Worse still, Coach McNulty makes it clear that Mitch's job is to be Horst's cheerleader. 

McNulty intends to ride his star player to a college coaching job, and he won't let Mitch do 

anything to jeopardize that opportunity. While covering a practice, Mitch notices Angel 

Marichal, a senior transfer student. Angel is clearly the best athlete in the school, but McNulty 

keeps him hidden, playing second string, changing his jersey number, and denying any interview 

requests. Mitch knows that McNulty and Angel are hiding something, and he is determined to 

get to the bottom of it. What he finds is far different from what he suspects, and along the way 

his personal and journalistic ethics are tested. (School Library Journal)  



 

**Hiaasen, Carl. Skink--No Surrender. 

When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? There’s only 

one man for the job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor named Skink. Skink joins 

14-year-old Richard on a breakneck chase across Florida, undaunted by lightning storms, 

poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant gators. There are a million places cousin Malley could 

be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen her, but one thing is certain: in the Florida 

swamp, justice is best served wild. (Amazon.com) 

 

Lowry, Lois. The Giver. 

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of pain. There are 

no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community. When Jonas turns 12 he is singled 

out to receive special training from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true 

pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is time for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no turning back. 

(Publisher) 

 

Lu, Marie. Legend. 

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at 

war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, 

fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military 

circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his 

motives may not be as malicious as they seem. From very different worlds, June and Day have 

no reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the 

prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's 

survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two 

uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country 

will go to keep its secrets.(Amazon.com) 

 

Oppel, Kenneth. The Boundless. 

The Boundless, the greatest train ever built, is on its maiden voyage across the country, and first-

class passenger Will Everett is about to embark on the adventure of his life! When Will ends up 

in possession of the key to a train car containing priceless treasures, he becomes the target of 

sinister figures from his past. In order to survive, Will must join a traveling circus, enlisting the 

aid of Mr. Dorian, the ringmaster and leader of the troupe, and Maren, a girl his age who is an 

expert escape artist. With villains fast on their heels, can Will and Maren reach Will’s father and 

save The Boundless before someone winds up dead? (Amazon.com) 

 

**Schrefer, Eliot. Endangered. 

After 14-year-old Sophie leaves her home in Florida, where she lives with her father, to visit her 

mother’s bonobo sanctuary in Congo, she rescues a young bonobo from its captor. Sophie names 

her new friend Otto and the two bond, but after civil war breaks out, Sophie and the young ape 

must flee from the sanctuary and attempt to survive in the jungle against overwhelming odds. 

With cruel revolutionaries everywhere, Sophie’s life is constantly in danger. The story veers 

perhaps into improbability when Sophie, unwilling to abandon Otto, rejects two offers to leave 

the country. Still, Schrefer creates a vividly realized setting and a harrowing portrait of the chaos 

of a country at war. Best, though, is Schrefer’s portrayal of the extraordinary bond between 



Sophie and Otto, and the close, awe-inspiring look at bonobos in general. Nature-loving teens 

will be captivated. (Booklist) 

 

Sheinkin, Steve.  Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights. 

The award-winning author of Bomb (2012) returns with another compelling American history 

narrative. This time Sheinkin takes on the Port Chicago 50, a group of African American sailors 

who were court-martialed and convicted of mutiny when they refused to continue loading 

ammunition after experiencing a terrifying accidental explosion that destroyed the entire port. 

Tracing the history of racial discrimination in the U.S. armed forces, Sheinkin describes the U.S. 

Navy’s long-standing policy of restricting duties for African American servicemen, the unfair 

treatment the divisions received at the segregated Port Chicago facility, and the dangerous 

working conditions facing the sailors there, including a lack of training on how to properly 

handle explosives, and competitions that encouraged reckless practices. Sheinkin’s narrative 

shines as he recounts the frustrating court-martial trial that resulted in a guilty verdict for all 50 

men, which still stands today despite repeated attempts to exonerate the sailors. (Booklist) 

 

Sloan, Holly Goldberg. Counting by 7s. 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical 

conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with 

anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life . 

. . until now. Suddenly Willow's world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car 

crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. 

This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. 

Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a 

revelation to read. (Amazon.com) 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Notes from the Midnight Driver. 

When sixteen-year-old Alex, in despair over the breakup of his parents, decides to get drunk and 

drive, he causes an accident that thankfully has as its only "victim" the garden gnome from 

someone's front lawn.  Alex winds up in juvenile court and is assigned community service 

helping Sol, an old man in a nursing home.  At first, Alex balks about being assigned to such a 

cranky and seemingly obnoxious person, but soon he discovers the man's secret past, the true 

meaning of friendship, and what is really important in life.  As in his first novel, Drums, Girls 

and Dangerous Pie, Sonnenblick strikingly depicts serious situations while effectively balancing 

them with well integrated humor and even budding romance.  (VOYA-Voices of Youth 

Advocates magazine) 

 

Swanson, James. Chasing Lincoln's Killer. 

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the 

conspirators and the manhunters, this is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John 

Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the 

swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. (Amazon.com) 
 


